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Mural honoring Oakland 

youth homicide victims 

unveiled 

OAKLAND, Calif. —  A mural in 

honor of young homicide victims 

entitled "Tree of Life," which aims 

to represent hope and forgiveness, 

was unveiled Thursday at the West 

Oakland Youth Center. 

Amana Harris of the Attitudinal 

Healing Connection, which 

sponsored the project, said the 8-foot-by-28-foot mural was inspired by the youth in the local 

community and is meant to "share in the love and spread the love for young people." 

Harris said the youths created the mural because they envision their community as a place where peace, 

beauty, resolution and units are cultivated and nurtured and they wanted to acknowledge the loss of 

young lives. 

"The Tree of Life" will adorn the construction site of the West Oakland Youth Center at 3233 Market St. 

until it is completed in April and then will travel to other sites throughout Oakland and perhaps to other 

cities. 

Daniel Sparks, a member of the Attitudinal Healing Connection's Youth Leadership Now program, said 

he and other youths came up with the idea for the mural because, "It's time for a change." 

Sparks said he grew up in West Oakland and was shot near the youth center but now wants to do 

something positive for the community. 

Diana Alonzo, another program member, said she's looking forward to the opening of the youth center 

in April because, "It's very important for youth to have a space to go to." 

U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Oakland, said, "This is a remarkable moment for the community and we should 

use this moment with this beautiful mural to revitalize ourselves." 

Noting that she's a member of the recently-formed Congressional Gun Violence Prevention Task Force, 

Lee pledged, "I will do everything I can do for violence prevention efforts such as the youth center and 

getting guns off the streets." 

Oakland City Councilwoman Lynette Gibson McElhaney, who just took office on Monday and represents 

West Oakland, told the youths who created the mural, "What you are doing is really breathing life into 

us. We are distressed but we are not downtrodden." 



McElhaney said, "I envision the day when Oakland is the safest city in the Bay Area in which to live." 

She challenged the large audience at the mural unveiling to "force yourself to think about it," likening 

making Oakland a safe community to other things that people didn't think would happen, such as 

putting a person on the moon and ending apartheid in South Africa. 

The parents of several youths who were murdered in Oakland attended the mural unveiling today, 

including Barton Gerstel, the father of 15-year-old Raquel Gerstel, who was fatally shot in the 2600 block 

of Minna Avenue on Nov. 25, and Marilyn Washington Harris, the mother of 18-year-old Khadafy 

Washington, a McClymonds High School football player who was fatally shot while riding his bicycle in 

West Oakland on Aug. 4, 2000. 

Harris said she formed the Khadafy Foundation to provide support services to anyone who has lost a 

child or other loved one to violence, saying, "I could not allow my son to die in vain." 

She said, "Oakland took my son but I love Oakland." 


